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Serbia included, gradually lost their freedom aê 
independence, with the exception of Montenegro 
itself. This independence was confined to the 
mountainous regions of its territory. 

“The eagle builds its nest on the mountains 

For freedom does not exist in the valleys” 

one of the greatest Croatian poets, Majouranitch, 
wrote of Montenegro, 

In spite of their valour and of their victories over 
the Turks, the Montenegrins did not succeed in 
preserving the integrity of their territory. In the 
Middle Ages the Turks took away from them 
Herzegovina and Scutari, their capital, while Venice 
got possession of the Boeche di Cattaro. After a 
certain time of Venetian domination, however, this 
province was temporarily incorporated with Mon- 
tenegro. The Montenegrins defended it against 
Napoleon, but at the Congress of Vienna in the year 
1815, Montenegro saw it given to Austria, who thus 
acquired it without striking a blow. 

Although thus reduced, Montenegro resisted the 
Turks for five and a half centuries, defending its 
independence with continuous and bloody struggles, 
pd, alone, kept the flag of Christianity and Liberty 
flying in the Balkans beginning of the 
nineteenth century. were successively 
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Bin States. In every Russian war for the en- 
franchisement of the Christians in the Balkans, 
Montenegro was always the ally of Russia. 

But Montenegro’s röle was not confined to that. 
Montenegro, although such a small country, hardly 
noticeable on the map of the world, had, like radium 
among metals, a considerable moral importance. 

Ever free, it seemed to the oppressed people of 
the Balkans a lighthouse in the middle of an angry 
ocean, and in the heroic exploits of the Montenegrins 
the oppressed countries found a source of moral 
comfort and hope of a better future. 

Indeed, the masterpieces of the literature of all 
those countries were inspired by the history of 
Montenegro, of which the Bulgarian poet, Yvan 
Vazov, said: “Before your heroism, Sparta and 
Achilles must bow.” 

But there is a long list of illustrious names, drawn 
from the greatest nations, of those who have 
glorified Montenegrin heroism. Pouchkine, Glad- 
stone, Garibaldi, Tennyson and others, have con- 
sidered it to be their duty to pay homage to the 
sacrifices and to the bravery of the proud sons of 
the Black Mountain. To quote some of them:— 


“ The heroic exploits of Montenegro surpass those 
the heroes of ak and RR £ = 
I GLADSTONE, 
Great Tsernogora !* never since thine own 
Black ridges drew the cloud and brake the storm 
Has breathed a race of mightier mountaineers.” 


* Montenegro, 
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“Montenegro occupies a Place which und 
ranks among the first, and I do not ow o 
is to be attributed to the genius of its Soverei 


EE E „Overei; 
the legendary heroism of its-people, heroism which do O 
credit to Humanity.” r G. GARIBALDI, 
But the Montenegrins have stood pre-eminent 
amongst the Balkan peoples not only through the 
sword but also in the domain of culture, Indeed, 
Montenegro was the first country in the Balkans 
ting press, and not only first among 
all the Slay countries. Tt 
was in Montenegro the first Slav book was 
printed in 1498. In 898 the 400th anniversary 
of this press was brated at Cetigne; every 
country in the s represented on this 
occasion, and an ad was sent by the Academy 
of Sciences of Petro hence we reproduce the 
following Passage: > : 
“ Montenegro defended its nationality 
and independence, this tha 
amous men are 
“This indes 
its presence felt 
civilising influence, 
On the same occas 
its address, said 





4 later that the first printing press was established 
at Rome, the capital of Christendom, and only twenty- 
eight years later was the first book published.” 


It must not be forgotten that Montenegro alone 
of all the South Slav countries has produced a genius, 
poet, philosopher, and predecessor to Darwin— 
Peter Petroviteh-Njegos, Prince-Bishop of Mon- 
tenegro (1830-1853). There lacked but one thing 
to make this son of the Black Mountain as well 
known the world over as Cervantes, Goethe, Shake- 
speare, Dante, Tolstoi or Victor Hugo—that was to 
belong to a great nation. 

As we have shown, the importance and glory of 
Montenegro consist not only in the continual 
struggles maintained to preserve its independence, 
but also in the sacrifices made at the altar of Balkan 
liberty. 

Those well acquainted with these facts and with 
the history of Montenegro will understand why, 
alone of all the Balkan States, she joined the Allies 
in the Great War. This she did after two Balkan 
wars and at a time when Austria was offering her 
large pecuniary and territorial compensations in 
Seutari and North Albania. 

Montenegro unhesitatingly entered the War, 
without making any reservations. She was the 
only Allied Power which did this without being 
under any Treaty obligations, and the only nation 
that could have remained neutral that did not 
demand any guarantees or impose any conditions 
on the Allies for her participation. 
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On the very day on which Serbia received ®, 
famous Austrian ultimatum, her Government, by 
telegram, asked the Montenegrin Government: 
“Can Serbia rely on the brotherly and unlimited aiq 
of Montenegro in the event of war with Austria?”, 
and on that same day the Serbian Government 
received the following reply: “Serbia can rely on 
the unlimited help of Montenegro.” 

The Montenegrins, true to their traditions and 
their word of honour, though ill-equipped, fought 
by the side of the Allies for a whole year. To 
guarantee the unity of command on the Balkan 
Front, the Montenegrin Government placed its 
troops under the Serbian command, so that the 
Montenegrin General Staff was entirely made up of 
Serbian officers. Thanks to the whole-hearted 
Support of the Montenegrin army, the Serbs in 
1914 managed to force the invader out of their 
country. 


by treaty, and Roumania for the time remained 
prudently neutral, Serbia was attacked on all 
sides and her isolation made disaster inevitable. 
But, as always, Montenegro was at her side. Mr 
Ferri Pisani, who was attached to the Serbian army, 
describes this crisis in the following words :— 
“ Of all th ne wered 
the call of her Saan Stat Montenegro alone ans E 
“The situati ned esp erate, The bra 
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2. have hesitated. The Montenegrins cried ‘ Here 
re are ! y» 

3 “hat a small help! But what a lesson to the false 

Allies ! ” ; 

“ The Montenegrins could quite rightly have said : 
‘ We lack everything. Austrian warships blockade our 
shores. We have no food, ammunition or equipment. 
We are obliged to clothe our soldiers in the old second- 
hand firemen’s uniforms France sent us. We are but 
a few thousand men. What could we do for you?’ But 
the Montenegrins, instead of taking that line, threw 
themselves into the struggle. History will bear this 
in mind.” 

The Montenegrins fought like lions from 
September 1915 to January 1916, although lacking 
artillery, hungry and barefooted, with hardly half 
their number clothed in those “old second-hand 
firemen’s uniforms”. It is for this very reason that 
Monsieur Clemenceau, in January 1916, was able to 
reproach France in these words: “Besides, what 
have we, so full of pity for the Serbians, done for 
Montenegro ?” 

Thanks to the help and self-sacrifice of the 
Montenegrins, the safe retreat of the Serbian army 
was assured when it fled before the enemy without 
making any show of fighting, till it was transported 
by allied ships to Corfu, where it was reorganised 
and transferred to the Salonica Front. Thus did 
the Montenegrins at the close of 1915 save the 
Serbian army by enabling it to avoid capitulation 
in the face of the enemy. 

At this Supreme moment, after such self-sacrifice, 
an even animals would have shown gratitude, 

© Serbian Government and General Staff plotted 
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the capitulation of their saviours in order to he a? 
at the end of the War, to annex their country, i 

This treason, this vileness, until then unknown to 
human history, is acknowledged by the Serbians 
themselves. The best evidence is the sensational 
confession made by the Serbian general Pierre 
Pechitch, who during the War commanded the 
Montenegrin troops. In a discussion with another 
Serbian general in the Belgrade newspaper Pravda 
(which is controlled by the Serbian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs) he confessed that at the end of 
December 1915, when the Montenegrin army had 
already saved the remnant of the retreating Serbian 
troops, he placed it in such a position that capitula- 
tion became inevitable. At the same time he con- 
fessed to having abused King Nicholas’s good faith 
in urging him to ask Austria for peace, in order to 
demoralise the Montenegrin army and to destroy 
that monarch’s prestige with the Allies. With the 
basest cynicism, making out his treason to be a 
service rendered to Serbia, General Pechitch, to-day 
the chief of the Serbian General Staff, says in the 
above-named newspaper :— 


` 


fe De to me, King Nicholas and the Montenegrin 
army did not succeed in putting in an appearance 
the Salonika front, Had it Te so it would have 
sented in Montenegro’s not being incorporated in our 

ingdom.” s 


But, in order to make this act still more heinous 
Serbian diplomacy has categorically accused Monte 
negro of treason to the Allied cause, thereby ho 
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Montenegro had sacrificed half her army and 
third of her population during the Wo ‘ld 
This has been acknowledged eyen by the 
Government.* É 

After this short account of the se 
sacrifices of the Montenegrins for 
Allies, let us take a glance at t] 
latter towards their ally Mont 

As early as 1915, whilst 
fought on Austrian 
was gambling with N 
happened at the time 
War was in the balance, 
24th March 1915, B 
cession of Montenegro 
by Russia. About 


the following :— 


“ Before the Wi 
wish to malo 
n and we sh 
pa down.” 








Biics. In the conditions of peace offered by these 
two statesmen, Montenegro was to be divided up 
between Austria and Serbia. The former was to 
get the famous Mount Lovtchen and the latter the 
rest of the country. These two documents have 
been published in the memoirs of Prince Sixtus of 
Bourbon.* 

As Foch and Hindenburg hid the movements 
of their armies behind smoke screens, so also did 
the “protectors” of International rights and morals 
hide their unscrupulous plots in clouds of lies and 
calumnies. In order to excuse to the general public 
their crime against Montenegro, they accused her 
of treason to the Allied cause. 

It is interesting to-day to glance over the secret 
diplomatic documents published (at least in part) 
contemporaneously by the allied press. Each 
unspeakable diplomatie action is preceded by a 
press campaign which is still worse. M. Sonnino 
prefaced the sale of Montenegro by a calumniatory 
press campaign directed against King Nicholas and 
Montenegro. This method was adopted by Messrs 
Ribot and Lloyd George, whose negotiations of 
August 1917 were preceded by a campaign of lies 
and calumny in the venal press of the various allied 
countries, set in motion in July of the same year. 
It is only necessary to quote a few of them: On 
the 2nd July 1917, under the heading “The Monte- 
negrin Problem ”, Le Temps published whole columns 
E sd 2 Ba saat de VAutriche, pp. 281-289 
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Bamunication of the 22nd October 1918, in the 
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letters of M. Pic 
M. Poincaré (24th November 1918), 
the name of all the Great Powers “to respect the 

liberty of the Montenegrin People and of its Con- 

stitution ” through the medium of the Allied troops 

then stationed in Montenegro. In addition it was 

declared “ that all orders would be given in the 

name of the King of Montenegro Ea 

Meanwhile Serbian troops, commanded by the 
French General Venel, entered Montenegro. These 
soldiers, after some weeks of occupation, proclaimed 
the annexation of Montenegro by Serbia, degrading 
the former to a mere departmental status. 

It must be mentioned that to accomplish this 
act of violence good care was taken to reduce the 
Parliament to the least important organ that might 
be said to represent the spoliated State. The 
Montenegrin Parliament, which alone was qualified 
to decide the fate of its country, was elected by 
universal suffrage and was assembled for the last 
time in December 1915. The Supreme Council of 
o ea had given Montenegro the 

3 epresented by one Delegate, but the 
secret diplomacy of the three Great Powers pre- 
o ee opinion being voiced. 

Ee ds y a message dated the 22nd January 

4 a o the Montenegrin Nati 

ng its fate freely. a ai 
le the Serbian Government, powerfully 
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hon (4th November 1918) and 


guaranteed in 











which we have detailed aot ie the letter 
Poincaré to the ntenegro on the 
December 

Law of the 








war 
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representative to the League of Nations in Oo 


1928: 











